
 
 

 
 

Bill Summary 
AB 30 makes transportation fuel blends up to 15% 
ethanol (E15) legal for sale and use in California.  
 

Problem 

California gasoline is currently blended with 10% 
ethanol (E10). Ethanol, derived primarily from corn 
starch or sugar cane, is mixed into gasoline because it 
is cheaper than petroleum, thereby reducing the overall 
fuel cost to consumers at the pump. E10 gas blends 
also reduce pollutants, reducing air quality and climate 
impacts.  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency approved 
the use of 15% ethanol (E15) fuel blends  in 2011, 
based on studies showing E15’s similar or enhanced 
benefits when compared to E10. Today, 49 states are 
authorized to use E15. 
 
California is the only state where E15 is illegal. E15 
remains unlawful because CARB has not adopted a 
transportation fuel specification regulation outlining its 
sale and use.  CARB  says it has been working toward 
an E15 fuel standard since 2018. Meanwhile, studies 
show that the ongoing lack  of an E15 fuel option 
currently prevents Californians from saving 
approximately  20 cents per gallon at the pump -- up 
to $2.7 billion statewide each, year -- along with 
improved benefits to the public hearth and the 
environment. 

 
Solution 
After 7 years of positive study outcomes, a special 
session, legislative budget and bill proposals, and a 
gubernatorial directive to advance E15, CARB  
remains stalled with no progress on approving an E15 
rule. With significant consumer cost-savings, air 

quality, and climate benefits at stake,  it’s time to set a 
deadline for CARB’s E15 rulemaking. 
 
CARB’s multimedia evaluation (MME) studies of 
E15’s environmental and public health impacts were 
completed by June 2022 and showed favorable results. 
CARB’s draft report on the study findings is currently 
“in hand.” To advance E15, CARB must send its 
report to the Environmental Policy Council,  whose 
agencies have been involved throughout the study 
process. Concurrently with EPC’s review, CARB can 
initiate an expedited E15 rulemaking relying on 
existing technical and economic analysis. 
 
AB 30 resolves bureaucratic inaction by declaring E15 
legal for sale and use as a transportation fuel while 
preserving CARB’s rulemaking authority.  
 

Support 

 Problem Solvers Caucus (Sponsor) 

 CA LULAC 

 CA Farm Bureau 

 Dept of CA Marine Corps League 

 Renewable Fuels Association 

 Multicultural Business Alliance 

 CA Association of the National Guard 

 Military Officers Association, CA Chapter 
 

For More Information 
Chris Jonsmyr, Communications Director 
Assemblymember David Alvarez, District 80 
Office: (916) 319-2080 
Cell: (619) 800-2080 
Chris.Jonsmyr@asm.ca.gov  
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/E15_FAQ_7-14-22.pdf
https://ethanolrfa.org/file/2823/Impact%20of%20Introducing%20E15%20in%20California%207-9-24.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/E15_FAQ_7-14-22.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/comparison-exhaust-emissions-between-e10-carfg-and-splash-blended-e15
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/hearings/258338?t=730&f=2ce12a075f3ae0e9bd72e77c9b092f04
https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/hearings/258338?t=730&f=2ce12a075f3ae0e9bd72e77c9b092f04
https://calepa.ca.gov/CEPC/
mailto:Chris.Jonsmyr@asm.ca.gov

